


A note from the Performer

‘Sea Wall’ was originally conceived for a broken space. Written and produced in 2008 
at London’s Bush Theatre, it was commissioned to fit a season of short-plays that could be 
staged with minimal fuss in a venue that had been recently destroyed by a flood in West 
London. 

Playwright Simon Stephens was eager to contribute to the cause, and inspired by a family 
holiday he had just experienced in France, he decided to write about his greatest fear as 
a father; what if what terrorized his paternal imagination the most had actually happened 
during that French holiday, how would it have played out...?

Stephens speaks to us through the character of Alex, a photographer based in London. 
Alex’s language - indeed, the very text of the whole script - is carefully crafted around 
what is left unsaid. Stephens fills his pages with ellipses and interrupted thoughts, and the 
play almost sounds like a piece of verbatim, documentary theatre; it is hyper-realistic in its 
naturalism, almost musical in its “meandering precision” and tone. Needless to say, as a 
performer, I found that incredibly challenging (it made for painful memorization). Stephens 
has created a piece that’s almost anti-theatrical in structure. It demands a type of “non-
acting” style, and a blending of the personalities between Alex and the performer. 

Above all, ‘Sea Wall’ is daring in its depiction of grief. Stephens isn’t interested in events or 
actions per se, but in carefully revealing the chasm within a man’s heart through his silences 
and broken thoughts. 

In the process of trying to lift it all off the page, I’ve had to basically redefine everything I 
knew about acting. This show will only work if I, the actor, do not “act” at all.

As my friend Alan Williams once cheekily said to his audience right before he performed a 
monologue: any outbreak of brilliance and the whole thing will fall apart. 

See you on the other side...

Rodrigo Beilfuss

A note from the Artistic Director

Thank you for joining us for ‘Sea Wall’, the first production of our 10th anniversary season! 
Theatre by the River was started by a group of students graduating from the University of 
Winnipeg’s Theatre and Film department a decade ago.  These students were excited to 
audition for the stages around town, but at the same time, they wanted to produce the 
plays they had read throughout their studies. Since 2005, Theatre by the River has staged 
17 full productions!

We head back to the classics with our fall production, a new adaptation of Marlowe’s 
“Edward II”. Be sure to visit www.theatrebytheriver.com to sign up for our e-newsletter! 
For now, enjoy this wonderful, haunting monologue celebrating all that we love about 
theatre: an impactful story, an intimate setting, and the words and performance to maybe, 
hopefully, change the way you look at the world around you, even just a little bit. 

Mel Marginet THANK YOU BRAVE FRINGE VOLUNTEERS!
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MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT THESE FRINGE SHOWS:

Die Roten Punkte (Venue #1)
The Mystery of Krummhorn Castle (Venue #1)

The Orchid And The Crow (Venue #1)
Georama (Venue #5)

Teddy Bears and Tidal Waves (Venue #5)
Clink (Venue #11)

Daddy Issues (Venue #11)
Disco Pigs (Venue #11)

Salt Of The Earth (Venue #11)
A Beautiful View (Venue #15)

Die! Shakespeare! Die! (Venue #15)
The Manic Pixie Dream Girl (#17)

How To Talk To Human Beings (Venue #17)
A Beheading in Spokane (Venue #17)

Sea Wall was first performed at the Bush Theatre, London, on 6 October 2008.
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Rodrigo Beilfuss   ‘Alex’, Co-Director

Rodrigo is an actor-director, and was last seen onstage as 
Hamlet, in the inaugural show of his new company, Bravura 
Theatre. His main theatrical passion is Shakespeare, and he’s 
acted in dozens of his plays. Rod also directs, and some of his 
credits include “Lungs”, “Generous”, “Cock” and “Bull”, with 
Theatre by the River. Additionally, he was the assistant-director of 
the RMTC production of “Private Lives”.

Rod trained at England’s London Academy of Music & Dramatic 
Art (LAMDA) and the University of Winnipeg. And in September 
he’ll be moving to Ontario to join the Stratford Festival in his 
ongoing pursuit for great Shakespearean adventures. 

More info at rodrigobeilfuss.com

Kendra Jones  Co-Director

Kendra Jones is a Winnipeg-based director, instructor and 
theatre academic. A graduate of the Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art (RADA) in England, and the University of Winnipeg, her 
recent credits include “Tonight at Eight” for RMTC Cowardfest 
and Assistant Director to Steven Schipper for “Clever Little Lies” 
at RMTC.

Fringe audiences will recognize her from “Three There”, 
“Max and Mirabelle”, and “Your Company”, and director/
choreographer of “The Brain From Planet X”, and “What About 
Luv?”  Check out her other work this fringe as well -- Her 
Productions’ “Clink” at Venue #11 and Impel Theatre’s one-day 
immersive installation “Project Vapour” July 19 from 1pm in the 
Artspace alley. 

www.impeltheatre.blogspot.com

Katherine Johnston  Stage Manager/Technician

Katherine is a graduate from the University of Winnipeg’s 
department of theatre and film with a bachelor in production 
and stage management. Credits include “New Canadian 
Kid” (MTYP), “Best Brothers” and “Wingfield Lost and Found” 
(Apprentice, PTE). She is thrilled to be working with Theatre by 
the River this Fringe!

Simon Stephens
 
Simon is an award-winning playwright.
 
His early work at the Royal Court includes BLUEBIRD (1998); HERONS (2001), COUNTRY 
MUSIC (2004) and MOTORTOWN (2006). In 2008 his play HARPER REGAN opened at 
the National Theatre, and SEA WALL, starring Andrew Scott, played at the Bush. Simon 
then had success with his plays PORNOGRAPHY (Deutsches Schauspielhaus, Hanover, 
2007 and Edinburgh Festival / Birmingham Rep, 2008 and Tricycle Theatre, 2009) and 
PUNK ROCK (Lyric Hammersmith / Manchester Royal Exchange, 2009) which won the 
2009 Manchester Evening News Award for Best Production. In 2011, I AM THE WIND, 
an adaptation from Jon Fosse’s original, opened at the Young Vic. 2012 saw THREE 
KINGDOMS performed in London, Tallinn and Munich, MORNING at the Lyric Theatre, 
and a new version of Ibsen’s A DOLL’S HOUSE at the Young Vic which subsequently 
transferred to the Duke of York’s Theatre in 2013. 
 
His adaption of Mark Haddon’s novel THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN 
THE NIGHT-TIME won the Oliver and Tony Awards for Best New Play (National Theatre, 
2012; Apollo Theatre, 2013; Gielgud, 2014 – present; Barrymore Theatre in Broadway, 
2015). In 2014 Simon premiered CARMEN DISRUPTION at Deutsches Schauspielhaus 
in Hamburg, which comes to the Almeida Theatre in London in 2015, and BIRDLAND at 
the Royal Court. His adaptation of Chekhov’s THE CHERRY ORCHARD also opened at 
the Young Vic in 2014. Simon’s new play SONGS FROM FARAWAY, directed by award-
winning Belgian director Ivo van Hove, will receive its UK premiere at the Young Vic in 
September 2015. Also in 2015, HEISENBERG opened at MTC in New York, and THE 
FUNFAIR, Simon’s new version of Ödön von Horváth’s KASIMIR AND KAROLINE, opened 
at Home Theatre in Manchester.
 
Simon also writes for radio; plays include FIVE LETTERS HOME TO ELIZABETH (2001) 
and DIGGING (2003), both BBC, Radio4. Simon’s screenwriting includes a two-part 
serial DIVE (with Dominic Savage) for Granada / BBC (2009), a short film adaptation of 
PORNOGRAPHY for Coming Up: Channel 4 (2009) and CARGESE for Sprout Pictures 
(Sky Arts, 2013).
 
Other awards include the 2001 Pearson Award for Best Play for PORT and the 2005 
Olivier Award for Best New Play for ON THE SHORE OF THE WIDE WORLD.  Simon has 
won the Theater Heute’s Award for MOTORTOWN in 2007, PORNOGRAPHY in 2008 
and WASTWATER in 2011.

Simon is Artistic Associate at the Lyric Theatre and Associate Playwright at the Royal Court. 
He was also on the board for Paines Plough between 2009 and 2014, and was a Writers’ 
Tutor for the Young Writers’ Programme at the Royal Court between 2001 and 2005.


