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I had an environmental studies professor who resented that 
our room did not have windows.  He would start every class 
by pulling down the world map and saying if we were going 
to daydream, the least he could do was offer some direction.   
I’ve been reminded of these philosophies throughout my 
time on this project.
 
Being read to while allowing your mind to wander.   
Contemplating narrative under a great view.  Connecting 
writer, voice, and imagery.  Welcome to an evening of 
listening, laughs, and perspective.     
 
It’s a Big, Big World, and Humanity is Diverse.  Many thanks 
to the writers for allowing us to showcase their wonderful 
words.  Many thanks to the readers for volunteering their 
time and talents to bring these pieces to life.

Daina Leitold

Come see us at the Fringe!



Wine and Words 2017

Bang! It’s Poetry
by Leif Norman

read by Alissa Watson

Quick as a Wink
by Brian Richardson

read by Charlene van Buekenhout

Love is a Holy War
by Broms the Poet

read by Leanne Foley

Connectivity
by Mason Kanne

read by Ray Strachan

Thread
by Karla Korman

read by Rebecca Danos

On Watch
by Brian Richardson

read by Christopher Sobczak

Growth
by Angeline Schellenberg

read by Jared Button

Just a Story
by Marjorie Poor

read by Brenda McLean



The Room at the Turn of the Corner
by Madeleine Thien

read by Alissa Watson

The Drive
by Laurel Johanson

read by Mel Marginet and Theresa Thompson w/ Christopher Sobczak

Let the Air In
by Molly Cross-Blanchard

read by Morwenna Trevenen

Dear John
by Adi Sara Kriendler

performed by Adi Sara Kriendler

Prussian Blue
by Angeline Schellenberg
read by Karl Thordarson

Towering Cumulus
by Marni-Jo Townsley

read by Colleen Bready

Those Cracks on the Red
by Molly Cross-Blanchard

read by Charlene van Buekenhout

Invitations
by Marjorie Poor

read by Brenda McLean

Fever Pitch
 by Murat Ates

read by Derek Leenhouts



Miss Understanding
by Jenny Gates

read by Leanne Foley

some mornings - no night - a summer romance
by Jocylyn McDowell

read by Rebecca Danos

map of saskatchewan
by Jocylyn McDowell

read by Karl Thordarson

Drinking Dispossession: Shoal Lake 40, Winnipeg, and
 the Making of Canada 

by Adele Perry
read by Theresa Thomson

Durian
by Bev Sandell Greenberg

read by Christopher Sobczak

Sosuke and Ibuki
by Karla Korman

read by Mel Marginet

Olga
by Maurice Mierau

read by Randall King

The world according to William Henry Cliffe
by Kevin Longfield

read by Derek Leenhouts

-intermission-



The Mighty Empire
by Herb Bjarnason

read by Theresa Thomson

Beetle Boy
by Heather Innis

read by Jared Button, w/ Derek Leenhouts, Kyle Collins and Morwenna 
Trevenen

The Works
by Broms the Poet

read by Ray Strachan



Angeline Schellenberg
Angeline Schellenberg’s first poetry collection, 
Tell Them It Was Mozart (Brick Books, 2016), was 
nominated for three Manitoba Book Awards. She 
placed second in Prairie Fire’s 2016 Bliss Carman 
Poetry Award Contest. A copy editor and mentor, 
Angeline lives in Winnipeg with her husband, 
their two teenagers, and a German shepherd/
corgi.

The Writers

Bev Sandell Greenberg
Bev Sandell Greenberg is a fiction writer and a poet. 
Her stories can be found in journals, such as Prairie 
Fire, The Nashwaak Review, The Prairie Journal, and in 
several anthologies. Her poetry has appeared on lo-
cal transit buses and has been exhibited at the Piano 
Nobile Gallery. She is also a regular contributor to 
the book pages of The Winnipeg Free Press and Prairie 
Books NOW.

Brian Richardson
Brian left his native Ireland in 1964, earned a B.A. 
from the State University of New York, and has 
worked in Winnipeg since 1970. Poetry published 
in two volumes and in magazines, and presented 
on radio and stage. Plays performed in Canada and 
Ireland. Herb Bjarnason

Herb Bjarnason was born and raised in Gimli 
and was a teacher for 30 years. He enters every 
writing contest he can. Two of his short stories were 
published in Voices, the anthology published by the 
Lake Winnipeg Writers Group. He also has had a 
short story published in the Interlake Arts, Life and 
Leisure Magazine.

Madeleine Thien
Madeleine Thien is the author of a story collection and three novels. Her 
most recent book, Do Not Say We Have Nothing, won the 2016 Scotiabank 
Giller Prize and the Governor-General’s Literary Award for Fiction, and was 
a finalist for the  2016 Man Booker Prize and 2017 Baileys Women’s Prize for 
Fiction. Madeleine’s work has been translated into twenty-five languages and 
her essays are widely available in The Guardian, the Globe & Mail, Brick, The 
New York Times, Al Jazeera and elsewhere. The youngest daughter of Malay-
sian-Chinese immigrants to Canada, she lives in Montreal.



Heather Innis
Heather Innis is a published freelance writer 

and avid reader and writer of children’s stories. 
She has a regular column that appears in The 

Lance (CanStarNews). When she’s not pointing 
out spelling mistakes and finding misplaced 

modifiers, she enjoys reading and painting 
wooden peg dolls with her daughter, Hope.

Chris Macalino
Chris Macalino is a Winnipeg artist and poet. He was one 
of the winners of The Manitoban Literature Competition in 
2015. Recently, he found inclusion in several journals; The 
Wagon Magazine, JONAHmagazine, and The Strong Badger 
Chronicle. He dreams of being an astronaut.

Broms the Poet
Broms the Poet was born in the awakened wake of a life well lived with 
Love, lessons, passion, and wild wonder. But also one of broken hearts, 
broken bottles, dead ends, and dead friends. Indeed the Poet was born 
kicking and screaming. His words now unapologetic, honest, and 
undeniably born of heart. Echoing from his pen in the Prairies, to as far 
close as South America, Russia, Africa, Germany, the U.S, and back to 
Canada, the Poet has found a voice in his own. Writing aloud his truths, 
so that others may find a veritable solace and comfort in theirs. Because 
that's just what best friends do.

Karla Korman
Karla Korman is a professional Interior Designer and 
world traveler who works out of Winnipeg, MB. She 
recently had to admit that neither fiction nor poetry 
function well sitting in a desk drawer. Her writing is 
informed by architectural theories of volume and space, 
and the tactile experiences of design.



Mason Kanne
After many years living in Northern Manitoba, Mason 
ventured back to his birthplace. Raised in a family of artists, 
it took him some time to embrace his own art form: spoken 
word. A storyteller of a poet, Mason combines words with 
ideas in a multifaceted style unique to his format. He has 
performed as part of the Winnipeg Poetry Slam for 7 years 
but is taking 2017 off to help facilitate the slam season.

Maurice Mierau
Maurice Mierau is the author of Detachment: An 
Adoption Memoir, which won the 2016 Kobzar Literary 
Award and the Alexander Kennedy Isbister Award for 
Non-Fiction. He has published three books of poems, 
including Autobiographical Fictions and ReLit Award 
winner Fear Not. Maurice was born in Indiana and 
grew up in Nigeria, Manitoba, Jamaica, Kansas, and 
Saskatchewan.

Marni-Jo Townsley
After twenty years of supporting her students as they 
have found their voices on the page, Marni-Jo Townsley 
has started to find her own. Author of the blog, “The 
Guesthouse”, Marni-Jo explores her world through creative 
non-fiction and poetry.

Muriel Hogue
Muriel Hogue has written plays that have appeared in the 
Winnipeg Fringe Festival or other independent stages (Red 
Hen). Scar Tissue won the 2010 Harry Rintoul Award for Best 
New Manitoba Play at the Winnipeg Fringe Festival. Some of 
her plays have dealt with female composers, such as Viriditas 
(Hildegard of Bingen), Clara (Schumann), Mademoiselle 
(Nadia Boulanger) and PASSION (Dame Ethel Smyth), which 
played at the Rachel Browne Theatre from May 11-19. She 
would like to thank everyone for their continued support of 
Manito writers.



Murat Ates
Murat Ates is an emerging author whose personal story 
collections have been read in more than 30 countries 
and on all 7 continents. With a voice that is equal parts 
compassionate and powerful, Ates’ stories dig deeply 
into love, fear, vulnerability, and empathy in enchanting 
settings across the globe.

Molly Cross-Blanchard
Molly Cross-Blanchard is an emerging poet and 
playwright who will graduate this Spring with a BA in 
Creative Writing from the University of Winnipeg. She 
lives with two women, two dogs, and two gerbils in 
mesmerizing Windsor Park. Her work has appeared in 
Contemporary Verse 2 and The Malahat Review.

Marjorie Poor
Marjorie Poor is an editor and writer who lives and 
reads (and lives to read) in Winnipeg. By day, she 
edits educational materials for the provincial gov-
ernment, and, on the side, she is the editor of Prairie 
books NOW. Her reviews and poetry have appeared 
in Prairie Fire and Zygote.

Adi Sara Kreindler
Singer/songwriter/satirist Adi Sara Kreindler has 
performed at music and theatre festivals; on local 
TV, national radio and viral YouTube video; and at 
benefits, coffee houses, cabarets, and conferences.  
The Perfect Man will be her fourth musical.  In 
real life, she is a health services researcher at the 
University of Manitoba.

Adele Perry is Professor of History at the University of Manitoba, where she 
held the Canada Research Chair in Western Canadian Social History from 
2003 to 2014. She writes about the nineteenth century, gender, Canada, and 
colonialism, and is the author of Colonial Relations: The Douglas-Connolly 
Family and the Nineteenth-Century Imperial World and On the Edge of Empire: 
Gender, Race, and the Making of British Columbia, 1849-1871, which won the Clio 
Award for the best book published on the history of British Columbia and 
the American Historical Association Pacific Coast Book Prize. She is also the 
co-editor of four editions of Rethinking Canada: The Promise of Women’s History 
and was received the Hilda Neatby Award from the Canadian Committee on 
Women’s History.

Adele Perry



Jenny Gates
As an author, editor, storyteller, musician, and play-
wright, Jenny loves words in all their guises and incan-
tations. She is currently working on a variety of pre-
sentations, plays, fiction and non-fiction books, as well 
as helping others bring their own words and stories 
into the light. 

Kevin Longfield
Kevin Longfield is a Winnipeg-based playwright 
and author. His last attempt at poetry was a 
Chapbook entitled Dream for a Winter’s Night, 
published in 1987.

Jocylyn McDowell
Jocylyn started in Saskatchewan, but has been in 
the north for 30 years. She has been making poems 
and photo-based images, since she started her first 
journal at age 6. She cherishes her family, beauty, 
love, and evolution, in that order and maintains a 
fading passion for heartache.

Laurel Johanson
Laurel Johanson is a graduate of the film studies 
program at the University of Manitoba. She has a 
longtime love for movies and a passion for creative 
writing. She dreams of a future in scriptwriting in 
which she can merge these two passions together.

Leif Norman has been on Winnipeg’s National Slam Poetry 
team three times and has performed his material from Halifax 
to Victoria. That may sound like he has read poetry in all six 
thousand kilometres across Canada, but in fact it only includes 
Winnipeg and Calgary. Leif was not interested in harassing 
everyone’s buzz by writing about violence and social problems 
that everyone can plainly see are problems but will then mostly 
ignore, so instead he tried to make people laugh. Although he has 
a chemistry degree, he makes his living as Winnipeg’s Arts and 
Cultural Photographer.

Leif Norman



Theatre by the River would like to thank...
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our little shindig. 
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Co-Hosts
Ashley Burdett

Ashley was born and raised in Winnipeg and dang, she loves this wintery city. 
She has been doing improv for over 10 years and spent 5 glorious seasons with 
the improvised soap opera Soap Scum. You may have seen her in The Winnipeg 
Comedy Festival, the Oddblock Comedy Festival or at the Fringe Festival in The 
Humourists. She is the current title holder of Winnipeg’s Funniest Person with a 
Day Job. Her style has been described as “thoughtful, honest and wickedly silly” 
and comedy makes her really happy.

Vanessa Macrae
Vanessa is a comedian, actor, writer, director, voice talent, emcee and creator of 
human life. She is also a Canadian Comedy Award Winner! Vanessa co-wrote The 
Year of the Panda with Trish Cooper and Christopher Sigurdson which won best 
comedy at the Victoria Fringe festival, was the Critics’ Choice in Vancouver and 
was chosen in Toronto’s Now magazine as one of the top ten comedy shows of 
2004. Last year, Vanessa dipped her toe into the world of stand up comedy, she 
was very happy to be invited to perform in the 2016 Winnipeg Comedy Festival –
Women’s ProAm Comp. Vanessa and her co emcee Ashley Burdett teamed up last 
year with Jane Testar to perform at the Winnipeg Fringe festival in their show The 
Humourists.

Musical act
asdf space

David Streit - Typewriter
Kevin Hillier - Guitar

David and Kevin have been challenging the idea of spontaneous per-
formance since 2003.  Each note and letter a cry into the void.  Nothing 
is certain.  The performance terrifies us....but we keep coming back.  



The Readers

Mel Marginet

Brenda McLeanCharlene Van 
Bueckenhout* Jared Button Christopher Sobczak

Leanne Foley Alissa Watson* Theresa Thomson

Derek Leenhouts* Randall King Morwenna Trevenen Karl Thordarson*

Ray Strachan* Rebecca Danos Kyle Collins Colleen Bready

Charlene Van Buekenhout, Ray Strachan, Derek Leenhouts, Alissa Watson and Karl Thordarson appear with the special 
permission of Canadian Actor’s Equity Association*




